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Working Hard for You

The Verdict is in:The Verdict is in:The Verdict is in:The Verdict is in:The Verdict is in:
Torrington Lands Courthouse!Torrington Lands Courthouse!Torrington Lands Courthouse!Torrington Lands Courthouse!Torrington Lands Courthouse!

A Fair and Balanced BudgetA Fair and Balanced BudgetA Fair and Balanced BudgetA Fair and Balanced BudgetA Fair and Balanced Budget
The s ta te  has  f ina l l y  emerged f rom a  def ic i t  and f i sca l  year  2004
brought  a  surp lus  of  over  $200 mi l l ion.   The  2005 budget  tha t
jus t  passed  i s  a  budget  t r i fecta ,  meaning that  i t  i s  balanced,
under  the  s tate  spending cap,  and does  not  impose new taxes
on our  c i t izens .  I t  i s  f i s ca l l y  r e spons ib le  wh i l e  address ing  the
cr i t i ca l  needs  impor tant  to  the  people  of  Connect icut .   We have
res tored  needed funds  for  educat ion ;  add i t iona l  fund ing  has  been
a l l o c a t e d  f o r  o u r  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  f o r  r o a d  a n d  o t h e r
improvements ;  and we have  improved the  qua l i ty  of  hea l th  care  in
our  s ta te.   With  Connect icut  s lowly  recover ing  f rom past  economic
hardsh ips,  we  were  ab le  to  fund prog rams and ser v ices  pr ev ious l y
cut  due  to  our  s ta te ’s  b i l l ion  do l l a r  def ic i t .

Rep. Willis speaking on the steps of  the current Litchfield
Courthouse at a press conference announcing the decision to build
a new courthouse in Torrington.

Li tchf ie ld  County  needs  a  new cour thouse.   Af ter  more  than 30
years  of  a  tug  of  war  between the  Ci ty  of  Tor r ington and the  Town
of  L i tchf ie ld  on where  a  new Li tchf ie ld  County  Cour thouse  should
be  bu i l t ,  the  verd ic t  i s  tha t  i t s  new home wi l l  be  in  Tor r ington .
Tor r ington i s  be t te r  su i ted  for  a  160 ,000  sq  f t  bu i ld ing.   Pr ev i -
ous ly  proposed  s i t es  a long  Route  202  in  L i tchf ie ld  faced  ne igh-
borhood and communi ty  oppos i t ion ,  and  there  were  env i ronmen-
ta l  concer ns.  P lac ing  the  cour thouse  in  the  county ’s  l a rg es t  c i t y
and reg iona l  center  makes  more  sense  and i s  a  ma jor  s tep  toward
Tor r ington’s  downtown redeve lopment  p lan .   The  new Tor r ington
c o u r t h o u s e  w i l l  p r ove  t o  b e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  b o o s t  t o  t h e  c i t y ’s

economy.   I  am anxious for  the  const r uc-
t ion  to  beg in .  The  Depar tment  of  Pub l i c
Works  wi l l  beg in  adver t i s ing  for  s i t e s  in
September  and i t  i s  hoped tha t  one  wi l l
be  se lec ted  by  March 2005 .   Tor r ington
i s  def in i te l y  a  “Ci ty  On the  Move,”  and  I
ant ic ipate  many more exc i t ing  projects  to
come.

Plan For Your Back-To-SchoolPlan For Your Back-To-SchoolPlan For Your Back-To-SchoolPlan For Your Back-To-SchoolPlan For Your Back-To-School
ShoppingShoppingShoppingShoppingShopping

Al l  c lo th ing  and footwear  cos t ing  less
than $300 wi l l  now be  exempt  dur ing
“Sa les  Tax  Free  Week” which wi l l  be
f rom Sunday  August  15 th  thr ough
Saturday  August  21s t .   I t ’s  a  g rea t
way  for  fami l i es  to  save !

Tax Free Week Is Back!Tax Free Week Is Back!Tax Free Week Is Back!Tax Free Week Is Back!Tax Free Week Is Back!

Property Tax ExemptionProperty Tax ExemptionProperty Tax ExemptionProperty Tax ExemptionProperty Tax Exemption
Increased!Increased!Increased!Increased!Increased!

To a l l ev ia te  burdens  p laced  on  s ta te
taxpayers,  the  proper ty  tax  cred i t  was
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  $ 3 0 0  t o  $ 5 0 0
beg inn ing  in  F i sca l  Year  2005 .

Department of Agriculture PreservedDepartment of Agriculture PreservedDepartment of Agriculture PreservedDepartment of Agriculture PreservedDepartment of Agriculture Preserved
“Keep It Growing”“Keep It Growing”“Keep It Growing”“Keep It Growing”“Keep It Growing”

One of  the greatest ac-
complishments of the
2004 Session was main-
taining our Department
of  Agriculture. This
agency is instrumental
in sustaining our food
supply, preserving
working farmland and
s t i m u l a t i n g

Connecticut’s economy.  Last year, the Agricul-
ture agency was eliminated and merged with the
Department of  Consumer Protection.  I fought
to overturn this shortsighted decision and am
pleased to report that the Department of  Agri-
culture has been restored.  We were also able to
secure $2 million for the preservation of  farm-
land.  Hopefully, we can do much more next ses-
sion.  Yes, we must keep it growing!
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Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases released by fossil fuel consumption,
deforestation, and other human activities can trap heat in our atmosphere for 100 years

with devastating environmental consequences.

Between 20 and 50 percent of existing wetlands are at risk.
Wetlands protect our drinking water and wildlife.

Wetlands act as natural water filters, absorbing pollutants, pesticides, and other
contaminants before they pollute our lakes, rivers, coastal waters, and ultimately,
our drinking water.  The state has taken steps to protect our wetlands and
ensure the survival of  wildlife habitats.  A new law allows the state to take into
account aquatic, plant or animal life and habitats in wetlands and watercourses
when deciding whether a project that potentially affects wetlands can proceed.
(PA 04-209, Effective Upon Passage)

To significantly improve our air quality and the health of  citizens, Connecticut
has adopted California’s stringent emission standards with the passage of  the
“Clean Cars Bill.” Toxic emissions from cars, SUVs and light trucks will be
reduced beginning with model year 2008.  The bi-partisan support for this vital
legislation is a tribute to the legislature’s commitment to making Connecticut a
better place to live and raise a family.  (PA 04-84, Effective October 1, 2004)

a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e

I introduced legislation that addresses greenhouse gas emissions and global warming.  We have set stricter greenhouse
gas emissions and reduction goals and the Department of  Environmental Protection will establish a regional greenhouse
gas registry and reporting system.  This will reduce  greenhouse gas pollution while stimulating the development
and use of  energy-efficient technologies and renewable energy.  (PA 04-252, Effective October 1, 2004)

Health Savings Accounts (HSA’s) are available in Connecticut.  HSA’s
are tax-exempt personal savings accounts in which employees can save money for
future medical expenses not covered by insurance.  HSA’s are funded by employee
contributions through pre-tax payroll deductions or employer contributions.  The
savings of  these funds can be used for eyeglass purchases or other items not covered
by primary health insurance. (PA 04-174, Effective Upon Passage)

Wetlands ProtectionWetlands ProtectionWetlands ProtectionWetlands ProtectionWetlands Protection

Clean Cars, Cleaner AirClean Cars, Cleaner AirClean Cars, Cleaner AirClean Cars, Cleaner AirClean Cars, Cleaner Air

Global Climate ChangeGlobal Climate ChangeGlobal Climate ChangeGlobal Climate ChangeGlobal Climate Change

Expanding Health InsuranceExpanding Health InsuranceExpanding Health InsuranceExpanding Health InsuranceExpanding Health Insurance

A leading contributor to asthma attacks is exposure to air pollution
from cars.  Tailpipe emissions are the single largest source of air

pollution in Connecticut

           Protecting the Health of Our State’s Most Vulnerable CitizensProtecting the Health of Our State’s Most Vulnerable CitizensProtecting the Health of Our State’s Most Vulnerable CitizensProtecting the Health of Our State’s Most Vulnerable CitizensProtecting the Health of Our State’s Most Vulnerable Citizens
The 2005 budget restores cuts in health care that will help ensure

children and families receive quality health coverage.

Hospice in Rural AreasHospice in Rural AreasHospice in Rural AreasHospice in Rural AreasHospice in Rural Areas

One of  the most important initiatives I set out to accomplish this past legislative session
was to protect health care for those who need it most.  I co-sponsored legislation that
eliminated co-payments and premiums on the Healthcare For Uninsured Kids and
Youth (HUSKY) program.  HUSKY provides insurance for low-income children. The
budget also restores funding that extends HUSKY coverage for adults.  In addition. co-
payments on prescriptions and doctor visits for Medicaid beneficiaries were
removed. (PA 04-216, Effective July 1, 2004)

Hospice offers a comprehensive program of care to patients
and families facing a life threatening illness.

Until now, home healthcare agencies in the small towns of  the Northwest Corner were unable to be reimbursed
under Medicare for hospice services, since they do not meet state staffing requirements made to fit larger communities.
I co-sponsored legislation that grants these agencies a staffing waiver to ensure that terminally ill patients and
families receive hospice services.  This allows our local hospice program to continue to provide its high quality of
care. (PA 04-81,  Effective Upon Passage)

Health Savings Accounts will help ensure more
affordable health insurance options.


